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CONNECTED is …

• a transformative project to tackle the devastation caused by plant 
disease in Sub-Saharan Africa, funded by a £2 million grant from 
the UK government Global Challenges Research Fund

• building a sustainable network of world-class researchers to 
develop practical solutions

• co-ordinated from the University of Bristol School of Biological 
Sciences, which has long been recognised as world-leading in 
plant virology and vector-transmitted diseases

• developing training programmes and pump-prime funding 
opportunities

• encouraging new collaborations between scientists from a range 
of institutions across the globe

• focused on crop diseases that are spread by vectors - insects that 
transmit disease from one plant to another

• governed by a Management Board chaired by the UK's Chief Plant 
Health Officer, Professor Nicola Spence, and comprising UK and 
Africa-based experts in vector-borne plant disease, sustainability, 
social and environmental science, and agricultural impact.

The impact on Sub-Saharan African countries

• Poverty, malnutrition and food insecurity caused by the 
limited production of a range of food crops – cassava, 
sweet potato, maize and yam, for example

• Economic and social development of the affected 
countries is severely impacted as a consequence

• Migration results since insufficient food and crop-derived 
income leads to people wanting to flee the country.

The future: compounding factors

A range of new factors will soon compound the situation 
and raise the threat still further:

• The emergence of new virus diseases
• Climate change
• Resource limitations
• A growing population.

These will impact Sub-Saharan Africa sooner & more 
significantly than other parts of the world.

Our challenges

Some of our training and conference events

Virus and vector 
diagnostics course, 
Kenya, March 2019

Africa Launch Conference, Uganda, May 2018

Early career researcher training, 
Uganda, May 2018

Early career researcher 
development programme, 
UK, June 2019 UK Launch Conference, January 2018

Early career researcher 
development programme, UK, 
June 2019


